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Actl

Count Coigny’s Greenhouse. Gérard, a servant who was preparing for the party, is enraged
by the difference in social status, but is entranced by the beauty of the count’s daughter,
Maddalena. Novelist Preville, who attended the party as a special guest of the family, intro-
duces the poet Andrea Chénier, who falls in love at first sight with Count Coigny’s daugh-
ter, Maddalena. While enjoying the party, the Countess asks for a poem, but Chénier re-
fuses. Then she suggests a bet that the word ‘love’ will come out of Maddalena’s mouth.
Chénier presents an impromptu poem that criticizes the clergy and nobility and sings pas-
sionately about the nobility of love. Touched by that, she apologizes. At that time, Gérard,
a servant who is hostile to the upper class, brings several vagabonds from the street to ruin
the party. He takes off his servant uniform in front of the countess and leaves the house
with his father. However, the nobles dance again as if nothing has happened.

Act 2

The square around a cafe in Paris in June 1794, five years later. Chénier’s friend Roucher,
who appears with a pass for him, tells him to get out of Paris. However, when he says that he
will not leave Paris until he meets the woman who sent a letter under the name of ‘Hope’ as
he thinks that it is fate. At this time, Bersi approaches and tells him that a woman will come
to see him soon. That night. Maddalena, appears in front of Chénier and reveals that she
is the one who wrote the letter. When she tells him that she has lost everything and has no
one to rely on, he swears to protect her until the end. Meanwhile, the spy reports this situ-
ation to Gérard, who has become a revolutionary leader. Gérard, who rushes over, engages
in a duel with Chénier and is eventually stabbed by Chénier.

Act3

The large room of the Revolutionary Tribunal. Gérard gives a speech for fundraising, saying
that the revolutionary regime is under threat from many countries. At this time, Madelon,
who lost his son and grandson in the war, moves people by saying that he will offer his
youngest grandson to this country as a child soldier. When faced with Chénier’s indict-
ment, Gérard feels a psychological conflict that confuses the justice of the revolution with
his own desires. Eventually, however, he signs the indictment and hands it over. Then
Maddalena appears and pleads for Chénier’s life. When Gérard asks for her love, she re-
fuses, but changes her attitude and sings about her life after the revolution. Moved by that,
Gérard promises to save Chénier’s life. As the trial begins, the people continue to sentence
Chénier to death. Asserting his justice, Chénier sings of love for his country, but he is ul-
timately put to death.

Act 4

2024 thm2fstA
okEz|o} MLof

Saint Lazarus Prison. Before his death, Chénier recites a poem he wrote in front of his friend
Roucher. Meanwhile, Gérard comes to the prison with Maddalena, and requests to see him.
He asks the jailer, “Is any of the women who will be executed tomorrow morning the mother
of a child?” and pleads that he be executed instead of her. The two people, who would be ex-
ecuted together with Chénier, wait for the morning of death in prison and sing a duet titled
‘Our Death is the Triumph of Love’ as the curtain goes down.

ANET2} £7{2| Synopsis 9
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